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Governor Maria’s Message
Official Call to Conference
Governor’s Message

It is with great pleasure that I invite you all to join us for the 36th Annual
Altrusa International Inc District Fifteen Conference in Wellington May 1 - 3
2020.
We are looking forward to an exciting, informative three days with Altrusa friends and leaders.
A big thank you goes out to Conference Chair Patricia O’Donnell along with Wellington and Ohariu Altrusans who
have been working tirelessly to make sure that our Wellington Conference is a wonderful experience for all who
attend.
The theme for this year’s Conference continues with ‘Embrace the Journey’ and I look forward to meeting all our
‘Intrepid Travellers’ in Wellington on the Friday fun night at the Rydges Hotel.
My aspiration is for Clubs to all bring a ‘First Timer’ to join us and share the journey.
The parade of banners is always a special time and it will be exciting to see all twenty Altrusa club banners flying
along with our two ASTRA club banners.
Our International Representative is President Elect Kathy Folley. Kathy will bring us updates from International;
lead a workshop as well as being an active participant at the District Fifteen Pre and Post Conference Board
Meetings.
During Conference along with the ‘Business’ there will be an array of interesting speakers, workshops with
breakouts and pop ups.
The programme allows you to ‘Wander Wonderful Wellington’ from midday on Saturday until early afternoon.
As breakfast is included each day in your ‘special Altrusa room rate’ when staying at the Rydges Hotel, this gives us
a lovely, relaxed opportunity each morning to have ‘Cafe Conversations’ with other Altrusans and their Clubs.
It has been very exciting to go paperless this year when registering, and moving into the next tech savvy phase we
will be ‘paperless’ with the programme. Your programmes will be sent to you electronically before Conference
begins.
Conference is a wonderful opportunity to learn more about Altrusa, yourself, each other, rekindle friendships and
make new ones. Plan to be there.
I am looking forward to meeting with you all.
Travel safe as you ‘Embrace the Journey’ to Wellington.
Kindest regards
Maria
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International Representative to Conference 2020
Kathy Folley, President-Elect
Altrusa International of Temple, Texas, Inc.
District Nine
presidentelect@altrusa.org

Kathy currently serves as International President-Elect for the 20192021 biennium. She became an Altrusan in 1993 and served as Club
President from 1999-2000. In 2000, she joined the District Nine Board
of Directors, subsequently serving as Director, New Club Building
Chair, Service Committee Chair, Long Range Strategic Planning
Committee
Chair,
Second
Vice
Governor,
First
Vice
Governor/Program Coordinator, Governor-Elect, and Governor during the 2009-2011 Biennium. On the
International level, she served on the 2007-2009 Long Range Strategic Planning Committee, as Co-Chair of the
2011-2013 Service Committee, as 2015-2017 International Board Director, and 2017-2019 International Vice
President.
Kathy retired in 2012 after 26 years with Wilsonart, Inc. Kathy and her husband, Bud, have two daughters, five
grandchildren and live in Temple, Texas. Kathy says her husband’s passion is golf and watching his Texas A&M
Aggies play football; her passion is Altrusa.
Kathy is looking forward to joining with us all in Wellington. She will attend our pre and post conference District
Fifteen Board meetings, update us on International matters and lead a workshop. We are very excited to have
Kathy as our International Representative and know she will enjoy her time in New Zealand as she visits Clubs
and meets members from Clubs in the North while she travels down to Conference 2020 in Wellington.
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District Chair Messages
Leadership Chair – Merridy Marshall
Do you have a Strategic Plan for your Club? It seems some clubs do and some clubs don’t. A plan is a great way to
set some goals and keep on track.
Altrusa has a template to inspire and get you started.
I am also happy to talk you through an alternative we use at Ohariu Club where we plan each quarter and utilise a
tool (Trello) to plan and measure our progress towards our goals.
Check out some of the other resources in the Leadership toolkit https://login.altrusa.org/leadership/
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District Service Chair – Jenny Cleland

SUPPORT

OUR

SOLDIERS

(S.O.S)

Through District Fifteen’s I.F.F. Day raffles in each area, we were able to donate to the New Zealand R.S.A. Our
donation was targeted for returning personnel in need of health and wellbeing. Thank you for making this a
Service Project that will reach so many internationally over this biennium.
President Beverly reminds us that the S.O.S International Service Project is not replacing Days for Girls but gives
us another way we can make our communities better.
.

In New Zealand we have around 190 local branches of the R.S.A. We encourage Clubs to have conversations with
the R.S.A. in their local communities to serve a need supporting our soldiers.
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International Relations Chair – Louise Houliston
Twelve clubs reported on their International Projects in October. Seven clubs are involved with Days for Girls.
Threads Across the Pacific has the support of four clubs. There are various other contributions, several hands-on
projects, cash donations, and one club still supports Aikya.
In November I was involved in a charity trek in Nepal with the Active Hearts Foundation and our group of eleven
walkers supported the building of a library in a remote village school. This Foundation is run by a New Zealander
and since the 2015 Earthquake, five libraries in schools have been opened and stocked with many educational
textbooks. These libraries are learning hubs that also serve as classrooms in some cases. If your club is looking for a
new International Project to be involved in, I suggest you check this Foundation out on the website. It is a wonderful
ongoing literacy-based project.
As District Fifteen International Relations Chair it is my duty to co-ordinate the judging of the Dr Nina Fay Calhoun
Award. I encourage clubs to be involved in this and I look forward to receiving entries.
Submissions close March 15 EMAIL TO: houlistonqt@xtra.co.nz

Foundation Chair – Jeanette Halcrow
I would like to introduce myself. I am Jeanette Halcrow from the Altrusa Club of Oamaru and I am Governor Maria’s
Foundation Chair.
These are the way that Foundation distributes funds.





Grants Program------The Grants Program provides assistance to individuals and Altrusa Clubs carrying out
independent programs in the community.
Disaster Relief Program-----The Disaster Relief Fund enables Altrusa to respond immediately to the trauma
of natural disasters anywhere in the world.
Club 21 Program----- the Club 21 program was established in 1997 to support children in health camps. (NZ
can apply for these funds)
Endowment Fund----- Income from the Endowment Fund supports the Grants Program, and also funds the
Letha H. Brown, Nina Fay Calhoun, Community Leadership awards and Astra scholarships.

District Fifteen runs a silent auction at the upcoming conference and I would like to take this opportunity to ask all
clubs to donate an item to be auctioned. Funds raised go to Foundation.
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Members attending the conference in Wellington can buy tickets for club members not able to make it to
conference.
I would also like to ask for help at the Foundation table. Anyone who would like to help please contact me on
krow47@xtra.co.nz

Membership Chair – Julia Stevens
Sponsorship Pin Program
International President Beverly Hardy has recently reinstated the sponsorship pin program. For every two new
members a current Altrusa member sponsors they will now receive a pin. Once they reach 10 sponsorships they will
receive the Altrusa Gold Medal. For every 10 additional sponsorships, a coloured stone will be added to the medal.
In order for recognition to be given, please ensure you include the sponsor name in Group Tally when a new
member is added. Further details are available on the international website.
Well done to the Ashburton and Rotorua clubs who have started the year by gaining new members. I wish all of our
clubs a fantastic year of fundraising, friendships and service projects ahead, and am happy to help you with
membership related queries anytime.

District Fifteen Nominations Committee – Susi Chinnery - Brown
A nomination form is at the conclusion of this DSB Altrusa Aotearoa.
Nominations close April 1 2020
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Out and about with Clubs
Altrusa Wellington

Conference is coming to Wellington!!! Register to join in the fun and networking.
Wellington, the coolest little capital”…yes, I know, but what is there for Altrusans?
For shoppers - fashion in Lambton Quay, David Jones, Witchery, Country Road and more. Take a bus to the area
around Civic Square and find Karen Walker, Wilson Trollope, Gubbs Shoes, Good as Gold and more. Booklovers
could browse at Unity Books, check out the secondhand books at Arty Bees and Ferrets bookshop. Stitchers won’t
want to miss Nancy’s Stitch Studio in Thornton Quay, or go in the other direction to Minerva and Made Marion, in
upper Cuba Street. Cuba Street is the place for secondhand fashion and vinyl - check out Slowboat Records, Real
Groovy. See https://www.metromag.co.nz/city-life/city-life-travel/best-of-wellington-where-to-shop-in-the-capital
Not shopping? Stroll around the waterfront with views up the Hutt Valley, across to Oriental Bay. Stop at the
Academy of Fine Arts, the Wellington Museum, and of course, Te Papa. Or take the Cable Car from Lambton Quay,
and walk down through the Botanic Gardens. https://www.wellingtonnz.com/experience/see-and-do/top-10-mustdos/
Parking - there are several car parking facilities within a ten-minute walk of the Rydges Hotel. These include the
following:
Prime Parking - Stout Street Car Park (2 minute walk); Care Park – 5 Maginnity Street (1.85 m maximum height; 4
minute walk); Wilson Parking – Dimension Data House, Waring Taylor Street (2.05 m maximum height; 5 minute
walk); Care Park North Terrace – 56-66 The Terrace (1.85 m maximum height, 8 minute walk); Wilson Parking –
Kate Sheppard Place (9 minute walk); Wilson Parking – Mowbray Street (10 minute walk).
Costs and actual addresses may be found on www.parkopedia.co.nz. Enter “Rydges Hotel Wellington” in the
“Where are you going?” space, enter and select Rydges Hotel, 75 Featherston Street (the top choice), enter you
arriving and departing time and “Find Parking”. Your choices will be listed on the right-hand side of the page.
Please remember that Friday is a workday so parking spots will likely be hard to find.
We are asking for help!
We are seeking two members with an interest in photography to volunteer as the conference photographers.
Together the photographers will capture key parts of the conference including the opening ceremony, awards
recipients and photos of groups dressed up for the dinners. We will then need the photos to be made available
online to share with all attendees through a Dropbox or Google drive folder. If you would be happy to fill one of
these rolls or want to discuss, please contact myself as the Conference Convenor or Julia Stevens, President of the
Wellington club.
Other conference details.
Rydges is holding rooms for us until the end of February when our special offer runs out. After that you can still
book to stay at Rydges but you will pay the going rate.
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Our aim is to respect our environment and use as little paper as possible. We will email you the conference
handbook with Board reports, financial statements, speakers information and a detailed timetable etc. in early April
so you can read the information before you come to conference You can upload the parts you want on your phone
or iPad. A timetable will be in your name tag.

We will hold a Memorial service on Sunday morning to remember those Altrusans who have died in the last year.
Clubs have the choice to speak briefly about their deceased club member or the name can be given to me to read
out. A form has been emailed to all presidents. A photo can be provided to go on the Memorial table or a copy of
the funeral leaflet. The information needs to reach me, Patricia O’Donnell, by 10th April for planning purposes
please.
We recommend booking accommodation at the conference venue, Rydges Featherston Street, however there are
several other accommodation options in Wellington and surrounding suburbs. Using a site like wotif.co.nz or
booking.com you can see other accommodation options and sort by price, distance from venue or other criteria.
Here are some options for listed on wotif.co.nz as at 14 February (price is for 2 nights, 1-3 May):






Quest on the Terrace - 8 minutes walk to the conference venue - $230 for a standard studio with one queen
bed
Ibis Wellington - 5 minutes walk to the conference venue - $284 for a queen room or $299 for a room with
two double beds
Rydges Thorndon - 10 minutes walk to the conference venue - $262 for a queen room or $286 for a twin
room
Trinity Hotel - 15 minutes walk to the venue - $232 for a double room or $251 for a twin room
Oaks Wellington - a nice new hotel on the busy Courtenay Place - $281 for a studio room

The conference venue is a short walk from Wellington train station, so if you have family or friends in surrounding
suburbs such as Porirua, Tawa, Johnsonville, Petone, Lower Hutt or Upper Hutt you could consider staying with
them and travelling into Wellington city by train each day.

Altrusa Invercargill
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Altrusa Christchurch
Presentation of Scholarship
The Altrusa Scholarship and related money for Subsidy Requests at Next Step Centre Ara continues to be of major
importance to the many women enrolled.
Val Lee and I conducted seven interviews and it was interesting to hear each applicant’s stories of their lives and
what they wished to achieve. The person chosen this year was
Merressa Pring and she will be entering the Creativity
programme in the New Year. We wish her all the best for her
chosen career.
The presentation function was held on 12 November at the Next
Step Centre Ara. The staff again made us feel very welcome
and the lovely food they provide is always a bonus!
It was so nice to meet up with two previous scholarship winners
April and Paula, and it was lovely to hear what they have
achieved since winning the Scholarship.
We wish Merressa all the best and look forward to hearing how
she is doing in the next couple of months.
Di Harrington
Chair Scholarship Committee
Altrusa Oamaru
“Be a Santa to a Senior”
Christmas brings out the good in people and 2019 was no exception. Oamaru Altrusans were on the job and Santa’s
little helpers at the ready to wrap and deliver gifts to local Rest homes. The recipe was simple:–
Ingredients: Organiser – Altrusa International of Oamaru Inc.
Participants – Local Rest homes.
Recipients – Residents who don’t have family or friends to think of them at Christmas.
Method:






In November Rest homes approached and staff undertake to supply lists of appropriate gifts for residents
without family support.
Christmas tree situated in the Oamaru Pharmacy decorated with Tags itemising goods that would be
appreciated.
Random members of public remove a tag from tree and return, in due course, with appropriate gifts which
are placed in boxes provided.
Santa’s helpers wrap gifts and distribute to Rest homes.
Rest home staff deliver gifts at Christmas.
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Iona Events Co-ordinator Bev
Nuttall with Altrusan Helen.

Altrusa Levin

Our first gathering for 2020 a picnic at high noon at Helen’s home
What a great way to start off the New Year with a lovely
social gathering of the clan, on Sunday 26th January.
Thirty-three Altrusans attended, including 12 Altrousers
– the husbands never need to miss out!
We were trusting our luck
with the inclement weather,
however the sun shone on the
righteous in Levin…
With each committee designated a course of food, we
had plenty to share around. Everyone brought a plate,
so we were well rewarded with a variety of tastings.
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Altrusa Queenstown
Annual Golf Tournament.
We held our 30th Annual Charity Golf Tournament on Sunday
the 12th January. Over the 30 years we have proudly donated
$183,870.00 to a wide range of recipients, who in turn provide
vital services to support the growing demands of our
community.
This year we donated $13,000.00 to St John Ambulance
to purchase two Elk Lifting Cushions and to support the
running costs of the Community Health Shuttle.
Each year we also support the Wakatipu Junior Golf Club with a donation of $1500.00.
All members were fully involved by approaching the 101 sponsors, who generously donated either cash, vouchers or
prizes. We ran raffles and held auctions to boost the profits.
We were honoured to have a past member who was part of the first Golf Committee to cut our celebratory cake.
Each player in the Tournament was gifted a golf ball with a special inscription from our Club.
Our membership has a variety of talents and everyone had a role to play during the months prior and on the day.
This fundraiser brings our Club together through fun, fellowship and plenty of hard work, which in turn means our
Club continues to be fully involved, supportive and recognised in the community.

Altrusa Tauranga
As usual the lead-up to Christmas was quite busy for our club. Our annual Sandjars Project brings club members
together with the different stages of assembly then celebrating when the final product is ready for sale. 120
Sandjars completed and distributed for sale.
We also completed the annual Christmas Cracker Project where we make our own crackers and distribute them to
local children’s charities. This was closely followed by our 120 - 6 packs of shortbread for Christmas Meals on
Wheels.
We place as much importance on Social as we do Service. Sometimes that incorporates fundraising and that is
definitely true of attendance at the Movie “Ride like a Girl”.
Members enjoyed a fun Pizza / Quiz night and of course the inevitable Christmas Function. With delicious food, a
fabulous venue and lots of chatter and wide variety of gifts.
The firsts for 2020 have happened! Fish’n’Chip Night, first Board Meeting, first Business Meeting. We have an
exciting line up of guest speakers and are looking forward to our big fundraiser on 26 March ‘Living Bold’ with Jenny
Magee. Ideally, when you read this, we will be close to selling our 220 tickets!

Altrusa Aotearoa
March 2020

13

Members Shona Sterritt, Glenda Lowe, Pauline
Gillies and Jill Irvin at work assembling Sand Jars.

Altrusa Taieri
Our Club donated $1,000 to the Art Group at the Correction Facility, for resources for art. Several finished pieces
were later sold at the Dunedin Art Show. The $5,000 raised went to the White Ribbon Appeal.
Several Taieri Altrusa members visited the Otago Correction Facility (Prison), taking extreme security in their stride.
Here they meet White Ribbon speakers including reformed gang members who were educating prisoners and
encouraging them to make better choices, promoting awareness of domestic violence. They went to great lengths
to say it was never too soon to leave a gang.
Our group were then escorted to a function room where lunch had been prepared for everyone. We met the art
tutor and some of the artists. The $5000 was handed over to the White Ribbon, as was an Oamaru stone carving
which one of the inmates had done. Altrusa was presented with Wairua certificate, in a wooden frame made onsite,
which read ‘This Whanonga Pono Award was presented to the Altrusa Club of Taieri for displaying an exceptional
commitment to the Ara Poutama value of Wairua”.
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Altrusa Hawera
Performing Arts
Hawera Altrusa became involved with the Hawera Performing Arts, Speech and
Drama section, after the Convenor approached the club for sponsorship. Students
performed to demonstrate the skills they learn and explained the importance of
this Art supporting children’s learning and personal growth.
After consultation with the Convenor, Altrusa made the decision to offer an
annual scholarship to the Restricted Classes covering four age groups.
Competitors must be novices, or never placed 1st in another competition. A
trophy was purchased to be presented to the competitor with the highest mark
over all classes.
This literary scholarship has approximately 30 – 40 children competing for it
annually. The Convenor has reported that it is a wonderful opportunity for
children to be acknowledged for their efforts, as they gain life skills.
Altrusa members attend the competitions, and the President is invited to present
the Trophy at the prize giving. The winning recipients are then invited to perform
at a dinner meeting.
Altrusa members have enjoyed watching the growth of the students since their initial success.
Hawera Altrusa are proud to support the Hawera Performing Arts Speech and Drama section, as it upholds our
interest in literacy.

Jenny’s Jottings
What a summer of extremes we have had with some parts of the country with more water than they need causing
frustration and other parts on rationing. It reminds us to be mindful of each other and check that everyone around
you is doing OK.
Thanks to everyone who have taken the time to submit items for this edition on Altrusa Aotearoa. From time to
time we have to tweak your submissions and crop photos to get ‘the fit’ right.
Again remember 200 words and a photo to support the words of a project or fundraiser you are involved with.
As our year starts again both Raewyn and I will be looking forward to a submission from our 20 Clubs next time.
Hope you are all getting registrations completed for the 2020 Conference in Wellington. See you there!
Kind regards
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ALTRUSA
International Inc. District Fifteen
NOMINATION FORM FOR DISTRICT FIFTEEN NOMINATING COMMITTEE 2020 – 2022

I wish to nominate

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

As a member of the Nominating Committee 2020 – 2022

Signed by Nominator

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Seconded by

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

This election will take place at the District Fifteen Conference to be held in Wellington in May 2020

Information required regarding the NOMINEE:

Year in which the Nominee was Club President

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Number of Conferences attended

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Number of IFF Days attended

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

I hereby accept nomination for the District Fifteen Nominating Committee 2020 – 2022

Signed

………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(Nominee)

Signed

………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(Seconder)
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